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Welcome to Chemistry!
I look forward to my 1st full  year at SVHS-PET and my 43rd year teaching science overall. 
Textbook:  Prentice Hall.  Chemistry 2008 Edition.  

Description:  

Chemistry is the study of the elements which make up every aspect of our universe.  Its links to the life sciences, physics, and earth science make it the central science and essential for students intending to major in science in college.  Emphasis is on understanding through experimentation and problem solving with applications to daily life and the real world.  Chemistry is a recommended (not required) prerequisite for Physics. Chemistry meets the “d” or “g” requirements for “UC & CSU” applicants. Chemistry is a prerequisite for AP Chemistry at Tam High.
Chemistry is all about what matter is, and how and why it behaves the way it does.  You will develop your problem-solving skills, and sometimes use math as one of your tools.  We will use many different ways to explore chemistry, including labs, notes, demonstrations, group problem-solving and projects.


Assessment
Labs/Classwork
  25%

*Tests

40%     You may check your grade
(approximate)
Quizzes

  20%

(* includes Final Exam)
     at any time online
HW

  15%


I will update your grades on a regular basis so you will always know how you are doing.
Homework                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Expect homework every night that we have class.  Homework is due at the beginning of the period for which it is assigned.  Homework will be collected daily and assigned a score based on completeness. You are responsible for checking your HW on a regular basis (back of your textbook) and meeting with fellow students or me if you do not understand the problems. Together, we will identify problems and review those problems in class and/or tutorial.
Quizzes

A variety of quizzes will be given on a regular basis  to help you and I gauge how well you understand and can apply the current material.  Expect a quiz at least once per week, on all class material and homework for the previous week.  These are closed book/closed notebook quizzes.  Other types of quizzes will be given periodically – e.g. bell quizzes, open notebook HW or notes checks, group HW quizzes, lab quizzes and pop (unannounced) quizzes. If you keep current with your HW and understand the problems, quizzes will most certainly help your grade.  If you copy the answers or solutions without understanding the problems, or try to do all of your HW at the last minute, you will struggle with these quizzes.

Element and ion quizzes require >95% accuracy to pass.  You take these quizzes until you achieve the required accuracy, with grade reduction (-2 pts) each time.

Labs/Activities
Safety is very important – this means dressing and behaving appropriately when in the laboratory.  Labs will be graded according to performance using the lab rubric and understanding the analysis (lab quiz or formal lab report).   

Your lab notebook will be graded periodically (at least once per semester) for completeness, neatness, and format.
MAKE-UP POLICIES
Quizzes:  There will be make-ups for quizzes and some other selected small quizzes but not for tests.   You will be allowed to make up quizzes only if your absence is excused.  If your absence is unexcused you will receive 0 points for that quiz.  Most other quizzes are to be made up (especially lab quizzes, element and ion quizzes) promptly within one week (the next tutorial, during class or before school by appointment).  
Labs/Activities:  On lab days, you must dress appropriately, or “rent” long pants and shoes from me for rubric points.  If your lab notebook is not ready, you will not be allowed to perform the lab that period.  You will lose points and will have to make up the lab without a partner during tutorial, lunch or before school.  If you do not receive the lab instructions due to an absence, download them from my website or email me for a copy so that you can be ready for the lab at the same time as your fellow students.  If you miss a lab for an EXCUSED ABSENCE it is your responsibility to arrange with me to make it up within one week.  Labs missed because of an UNEXCUSED ABSENCE cannot be made up, and result in 0/20 points for the lab rubric.

Lectures/Demonstrations:  Find a reliable partner(s) with whom you can exchange notes and handouts when one of you has missed class.  HW and agendas may be copied from the Absentee Binder.  Class handouts, labs and other materials are available from my website, as well as the absentee crate in my classroom.   The only source of Reading Questions (RQs) is my extended website.  You may download and print the RQs, or springboard your answers on binder paper or in a notebook.
Tests:  Tests are to be made up ASAP after you return following an EXCUSED absence.

 If your absence is a CUT then you forfeit your right to make up the test (0/100). 
Cheating:  Cheating is unacceptable.  At the very least the cheater and the cheatee will each receive an F/zero on the assignment and will be referred to the Dean/AP’s office.  

Tutoring and Other Help

Seek help when you need it Almost everyone will need help at some point during the year. Don’t wait. I’m available to help. Use me.

Individual Tutoring I am available for tutoring during office hours and before school daily beginning at 7:30am and other times by appointment.
Other important information:

Occasionally you may find that you do not have time to finish your Chemistry HW.  You may turn in the HW for partial-credit. If you have an excused absence, the HW due while you were absent is due the day you return and you will have one class period to catch up on the new HW.  

Classroom Expectations:  based on R E S P E C T (respect each other and their property) I will do so too!
· Come to class prepared (on time, with supplies and a positive attitude)

· Raise your hand if you have a question, comment or need assistance
· Finish eating, drinking, grooming before entering the classroom. Put your electronic devices away.
Bottom Line

· Do all your work – don’t get behind! If you feel you start to fall behind, seek help before school/tutorial
· Participate fully in class – listen, ask questions, concentrate, be safe
· Ask for help as soon as you stop understanding- be proactive
· Keep your full attention on your lab work while in lab. Have fun in chemistry, it’s such a unique class
Materials


Binder


Binder paper or bound notebook


Several dividers – up to 8


Lab notebook – composition-type with graph paper (required)


Writing implements (including # 2 pencil or erasable pen)


Lab clothes – long pants, covered shoes mandatory









